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Policy Statement

Transition refers to the changes a child experiences when moving from one place or stage to another, such as starting Pre-school, transferring between nurseries, or moving on to school. These changes often involve adapting thoughts, feelings, and behaviours to meet new expectations.
At St Saviour’s Pre-School and Nursery, we recognise that transitions can be both exciting and challenging for children and families. Through this policy, we aim to work in partnership with parents/carers, other practitioners, childminders, and school staff to share information and provide the support each child needs to ensure a smooth transition.

Procedures
Induction into Pre-school
1. To support transition into Pre-school, we offer induction sessions (one per family). During these, new children, parents/carers, and Pre-school staff share information about the child and the setting. Parents are given advice on supporting their child during their first sessions and are encouraged to ask questions and share concerns.
2. Parents are asked to complete a Home Information Sheet to help staff gain a deeper understanding of the child’s personality, routines, and needs.
3. Each child is allocated a Key Person who develops a close relationship with them and communicates regularly with parents/carers.
4. We welcome children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND). We liaise with relevant agencies (e.g., health visitors, speech and language therapists), seek professional advice, and work closely with parents. A home–school communication book may be used as an additional way of sharing information.

Transition to another Pre-school
· A child’s Learning Journal and Transition Report will be given to parents, with advice on the benefits of sharing these with the new setting.

Transition to Nursery/Reception
1. In their final term, children are encouraged to take on small responsibilities, work in groups, and develop confidence and independence in preparation for school.
2. Parents are provided with their child’s Learning Journal and Transition Report and are encouraged to share these with the new school.
3. Where possible, nursery and reception teachers from feeder schools are invited to visit the setting to meet the children.
4. The Hertfordshire Level of Need Tool is completed and forwarded to the child’s next setting.
5. For children with SEND or additional needs, parents are invited to a consultation meeting with the SENCo and key person.
· Individual Education Plans (IEPs), Health and Care Plans (EHCPs), and progress reports are reviewed.
· With parental consent, relevant documentation and information are shared with the school.
· Transition meetings may involve parents, the new school, Pre-school, and other professionals (e.g., specialist teachers, therapists).
· Teacher visits and additional settling arrangements are supported wherever possible.
We aim to make all transitions positive, supported, and smooth, recognising the importance of security and continuity for every child.

Legal and Statutory Framework
· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2025 – Safeguarding and Welfare Requirements
· Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice 2015
· Hertfordshire County Council Transition Guidance
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